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## FROM THE PRESIDENT’s DESK:
By Don Brown

Can you believe we are now entering the month afchia

There is so much to report since | last spoke waith in October, | hardly know where to
start.

On a personal note, in the middle of October lexeidi a major back injury, which
hospitalized me for a few days. This injury wamptetely unexpected as | don'’t, or
didn’t, have a history of back issues. | am hajgpseport that after many hours of
grueling physical therapy and several acupunctessisns, | am now functioning at 98%
pre-injury capacity. While pain free now, throutjis experience | met and develope
an awareness and appreciation of the thousand=opteowho live with chronic pain.

[®X

Sadly, | must report the passing of my guide dog. Ra early January Rex was unable
to survive his very short battle with liver failur&®ex’s passing was a crushing blow for
Chris and myself and his little brother Cosmo tbb.pWe honor Rex in our many
memories of him.

Much has been going on with BFLAG since Octobeneal.

First, let me thank all of you who took the timectmammunicate with me and candidly
shared your views and continued interest in thigoization. As | bring you up to dats
as to the board’s activities, you'll find many afyr suggestions have been incorporated
into board policy and actions.

The board and | are pleased to announce that oahMVEgly BFLAG will launch its widely
anticipated new logo and web siteWw.bflagnational.orly Over the past few months|a
great deal of work has gone into creating the lSBT on-line center directed to thosg
individuals who are blind and vision impaired anithwour urging and support we did
In addition to the community forum feature on tite swhich allows for the direct
communication and the exchange of information betwasitors, the site will permit the
board and | to communicate with you our membersthadyeneral public more readily
and more often. The site contains an archive dfA&F documents and it also provides
for a secure means for paying membership dues akthgtax deductible donations.
Feel free to drop by to familiarize yourself witretsite and join the new virtual
community.
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I'd like to publicly thank Jeremy Lane (board memler generously donating his time
and amazingly creative artistic energies to crdsenew BFLAG logo. We believe thi
logo more accurately conveys this organization’ssioin and message. Read a details
description of the NEW! BFLAG logo in this issue.
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| am also pleased to announce that the BFLAG bisasdpporting my efforts to open qur
monthly board meetings to the membership. Pregeht BFLAG constitution provides
for members to only attend the organization’s ahbuainess meeting which is held
during convention week.

It has long been my view that limiting member paption to meetings held during
convention week completely ignores the vast majamitmembers who elect to not

attend the annual convention for whatever readtasny view that this is a needed step
toward transparency and accountability of this nizgtion and its elected officers.

Since the adoption of this proposition constititesodification of the BFLAG
constitution, a vote of members present at congans required.

The board and | will present the proposition tor@mbership for its consideration in
Orlando and you will be provided with its exaatdgaage well in advance.

It is the time of the year when BFLAG and other Splelnterest affiliates are required to
submit official membership lists to the ACB offic&eorge Ashiotis, membership Chair,
reports that BFLAG has officially 191 members. @ohas done an incredible job with
bringing order to a record keeping mess he infeeageChair.

This is also the time of year when much of the d@aattention turns toward conventign
planning and Mark Hanohano and committee is busygdast that. Read more about
convention plans in Mark’s article in this issue.

Finally, I'd like to take a minute to address tlmenunications many of you may have
received from Connie David regarding BFLAG’s pastddent Butch Arnold.
Apparently while President, Mr. Arnold elected ndte rather significant sums of
money to this organization. His donations werengrily directed toward BFLAG's old
website and national convention activities. | hagme to understand that Arnold’s
donations stems back to the presidency of ConniedDa

Early in my presidency, | learned that Arnold hadeapectation of this organization
reimbursing him for his prior donations. It becaveey clear very fast to me that Mr.
Arnold somehow viewed his donations to this orgatan as loans. Similarly, items
which Arnold donated to the organization such agd} banners and other promotional
items, Arnold claims ownership of and such itemsticme to be in his sole custody.

As you might imagine this type of potentially divie matter was the last thing | wanted
to land on my desk during the first few months gf pnesidency. But it did. My
research into Mr. Arnold’s issues yielded the fofiog:

BFLAG'’s official Board of Directors meeting minutase absent of any language which
implicitly or explicitly refers to a loan agreemensith Arnold.




BFLAG's official files do not include any loan agments or promissory notes entered
into by or between Mr. Arnold and any BFLAG boalfdlirectors individually or as a
group.

Section 501 c 3 of the Internal Revenue Servicetale prevents BFLAG from treating
donations as loans irrespective of the donor.

Finally, Mr. Arnold has failed to produce any doants which would suggest that his
donation was anything other than a donation.

In an e-mail from myself to Arnold dated 2/7/09informed him that as a result of it's
IRS tax status, BFLAG is unable to reimburse domarslonations. | further suggeste
that Arnold consult his tax professional to explavailable tax deductible options, if
any.

>

The communication that some of you received fromDMdsid inaccurately indicated that
Mr. Arnold was some how “pushed” off the BFLAG boaf Directors. Arnold was in
fact elected to the board of directors as Treaslwgng our convention in Louieville.
Shortly after his having been elected, Arnold begtbally and in writing indicated to me
that he would not perform the duties of Treasurdess and until I, as President, not
implement a committee board structure. | was umgilto reverse my decision to have
the board act as committees. Therefore, | viedwdld’s ultimatum as a resignation
and treated it as such. | continue to stand byd&eision.
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I had hoped to not spend as much time on this turfate matter but | wanted you the
members to have the facts.

As always, | hope you enjoy this issue of Insideé@nd | look forward to continued
communication with each of you.

## BFLAG HAS A NEW ON-LINE PRESENCE, CHECK us OUT!

Blind Friends of Lesbians and Gays (BFLAG) launches web site
www.bflagnational.org

BFLAG’s Board of Directors is excited to announke taunch of its totally redesigned
web site and logo. The new site provides visitoite & comprehensive overview of
BFLAG and access to previous and current newstgtigiormation and a variety of
resources, including a community forum, allowingitars to interact in real time.

Visitors to the site will find the new look to beone friendly and full of helpful
information for members and the general public Begikformation about issues
impacting Blind and Vision Impaired individuals whee LGBT, including the ability to
securely make donations and pay dues on-line,ibkireg on “BFLAG membership” on
the home page. The web developers at Visueleptien€ypress, TX -based firm



responsible for the redesign, worked closely wiLBG's Board to enhance the site's
usability and navigation capabilities.

BFLAG’s new logo brings a dynamic visual dimenstora clean and professional new
look, thanks to designer Jeremy Lane and graphist &arah Franke.

## THE NEW LOGO

A verbal description

The logo is an Eye - a simple " football" shapéva black crescent moon like outline
on the top and bottom of the eye, thin short blaws extend outward at a slight curve,
symbolizing eye lashes. Inside the eye, a pupiliasdthe iris also outlined in thin black
curved lines, bearing the six Pride colors, evelivyded around the interior of the iris.
The pupil, Black , as is in reality. Inside thedlaupil is a faint image of the globe,
focusing on the Americas, the land in a medium goeg, the oceans in black. The left
and right of the iris, within the "football" shapef course is white, as in reality.

The Lettering - Curving around the top curve of élye, in bold white Capitalized print
lettering spells BFLAG, and to the immediate |dfeach letter, in bold white, is the
braille counterpart letter . example; capital priit, braille B, capital print F ,braille F,
and so on. The "eye lashes " on the top curvRekye symbolize the commas between
each of the BFLAG letters.

Don Brown, President, commented, “This is a vergortant and first step toward
realizing our goal of developing the first inteioagl on-line Community Center
specifically designed for LGBT people who are Blard Vision Impaired.”

Blind Friends of Lesbians and Gays continue®tgd new paths in supporting and
advocating on behalf of its members. Affiliatediwihe American Council of the Blind
and founded in 2000, BFLAG is a non-profit membgrsitganization dedicated to
advancing the betterment of people who are blirthasion impaired and ensuring that
existing LGBT programs, services, and activities @arcessible to members of this
growing community.

## LGBT CENTERS IN THE NEWS

##The Loft LGBT Center Moves To Campus Of MemorialUMC
White Plains, NY

- Memorial United Methodist Church welcomes a maighbor to its space on Bryant
Avenue in White Plains that reflects its visionmdlusiveness:
The Loft, Rev. Joe Agne, announced.



The LOFT is a not-for-profit, community-based orgation serving the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgendered community of the lowetddn Valley. It works to further
the cause for inclusion, diversity and pride thitoegucation, advocacy and celebration.

"We welcome to our campus our new neighbor, The, Ledys Agne, Memorial's
pastor. “We hope our location will enhance theieatly strong advocacy work
throughout the Lower Hudson area. They serve, dp the LGBT community and their
presence strengthens us as we seek to do the same.”

The Loft says the move in late December to Memgrampus from its previous
downtown White Plains site enables it to make almemof improvements, including
better Library Services, free parking and a newez@enter sponsored by the David
Bohnett Foundation.

Agne says the Loft’s decision to move onto Memdsiahmpus is “the ultimate
compliment.”

“We support their work and look forward to the oppaity to unite our efforts on many
projects,” he says. “We consider it a blessing wiratshare a campus with the Loft. We
are honored they have called us an ‘LGBT-friendilyrch.” The world needs many
more."

On the second Sunday of March, during 10 a.m. wordhemorial will have a
celebration welcoming The Loft. Church Within au@th, a national United Methodist
organization promoting LGBT rights, MIND (Methodish New Directions) and Lower
Hudson LGBT organizations will also participate.

Memorial UMC, is located at 250 Bryant Avenue betw@orth Street and Mamaroneck
Avenue in White Plains. Its congregation strivesvedcome and respect persons of every
race, ethnicity, national origin, physical or merataility, gender, family status, sexual
orientation, age, theology, and economic circuntsan

The Loft will have a separate entrance at 252 Bryaenue.

## Gay and lesbian program will offer mental healthcounseling.
Long Beach, Ca

A program offering affordable therapy for the regsogay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender community was launched on Feb. 4, Hye&d esbian Center of Long
Beach announced Thursday.

Officials at The Center joined Long Beach firstyddancy Foster, 2nd District
Councilwoman Suja Lowenthal and Signal Hill Coumah Larry Forester in kicking off
the Mental Health Counseling Program, which hefgsregion's gay community deal
with issues ranging from depression and anxietylig substance abuse and domestic
violence.



"This event marks our continual commitment to inyang mental health services and
providing vital resources for the well-being of aasidents,” Lowenthal said in a
statement.

Incorporated in 1980, The Center has been offarumseling services since its
inception, all of which had been done by voluntesasd Executive Director Kimberlee
Woods.

"We knew it was something that was a huge neediirtommunity that we historically
did in the past, but we needed it to be a fullgled program that had a clinical
supervisor, a (licensed clinical social worker)ttbrzersees interns and a methodology
that's consistent.”

A 20-member steering committee co-chaired by Rthawis and Dr. Carrie Rickard
and consisting of health professionals and civit @mmunity leaders, was formed to
develop the program.

Six offices have been dedicated to the counselingram, thanks to Los Angeles County
Supervisor Don Knabe, whose $25,000 grant paithfaexpansion of office space for
the program and some of the furniture, Woods said.

Woods called Knabe "a great friend" to The Cerifehnis wouldn't have been possible
without his help and backing," she said.

Woods added that The Center is striving to offéordfble counseling and that it is
seeking three other grants to help offset operatosgs.
Visit http://www.centerlb.ordor information. 562-499-1303

## Golden Rainbow Senior Center moving to Palm Spmgs
Palm Springs, CA

“We've outgrown the facility,” said Harvey Stegxecutive director of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender/transsexual communityecent

The nonprofit center is expected to begin movirdagofrom a 1,400 square-foot space
on Candlewood Drive in Cathedral City to a 3,000a8g-foot location at 700 E.
Tahquitz Canyon Way. It will open Monday with 8 atm4 p.m. hours of operation, said
Larry Huston, administrator for the center.

With about 125 members visiting the center eachkniégvas difficult to conduct more
than one activity at a time in the existing cen&ern said.

Its one large room and office space were not entagiccommodate all of the activities.



“If we wanted to do Pilates, we couldn't do it vehihere were two computer students in
the center,” he said. Computer users were unalericentrate, he added.

The new location has three offices, a kitchen,raalestration area for the kitchen, a
library and two rooms for different events.

Center staff hopes to double the number of its yaiog at the Palm Springs location.
Stern said he's excited about adding cooking diategiclasses.
Other additions include evening programs and fahtal-health counseling services.

Member and chat organizer Frank Chapman is exaibedt the move. “I hope (the
center) grows because it is an absolutely fanted#i@,” he said. “It's very, very
important that the gay community has a place tlayfeel comfortable with, not feeling
rejected.”

Although the move will bring the center more spand benefits, it will also cost more
money, Stern said. Monthly rent is expected todase by about $1,000.

EXtasy Books Goes Bralille

eXtasy Books is proud to announce that we will berpviding books in
electronic Braille format, that can be read with tre Braille Note, the
Braillelite and similar assistive aids for people \wo are blind. We have
added our first books and will be adding to this ceegory steadily. If you
find any books on our website that are not yet avible in Braille,
please email us and we will make them available.

http://www.extasybooks.com/ebjmsite/

For more information contact:
Tina Haveman

http://www.extasybooks.com
http://www.devinedestinies.com
604 898 9703

## AFFILIATE NEWS
"BFLAG Texas pursues civil rights for the vision impaired.”



BFLAG Texas Board, and BFLAG Texas attorney Jeinydheaux aggressively pursue
changes in state legislation.

In October 2007 a BFLAG Texas member was assahijtedHouston Police Officer
with out provocation, and detained with out arfesfour hours. After the assault, the
H.P.D officers refused to believe that the indidtiwas in fact legally blind.

Currently the Texas Identification Card lacks peedanedical Information. Our to the
Texas legislature is the option to include medictdrmation on the back of the Texas
I.D. card Such as, but not limited to legally blinigaf, diabetic, etc. The inclusion of
such medical information would be at the applicadigcretion. The applicant would
have the option of including their medical informoat as it is the individuals right to
confidentiality. The hope is to avoid future inande of disbelief.

Secondly, The state of Texas at this time doesihmw for a person who is " Legally
Blind " to own a motorized vehicle. This is seendyy membership and attorney as
"discrimination by Default", another words, it wast discrimination by intent, but a flaw
in the system. BFLAG Texas wishes to change thegidlation is set for the summer of
20009.

"BFLAG Texas to meet at ACB Texas convention"

As BFLAG Texas approaches a membership of fiftg,dbestion of our attendance at the
ACB Texas convention continues to reoccur. BFLAEXEs is at the beginning of
planning it's first attendance. This effort is lgegoordinated by BFLAG national, and
BFLAG Texas board member Kevin Ratliff, and BFLA®XE&s Vice President, Sam
Stewman. This years ACB Texas convention is scleeldiar September 2009 in San
Antonio, Texas.

BFLAG Houston
http://www.bflaghouston.org

## A Blind Musical Genius' Proposal to Obama
Seoul, Korea

What would cost thirty seconds of a subway passéngtention to the callings of a
blind man?

Nothing for some, too much for others who choosgnore him. But for Song Yul-
koong, his livelihood depends on such relative ob®i With unbending consistency for
over 18 years, this 37-year-old composer has keisimg money on the Seoul subway
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Those who take the timedteh to his story give generously, but
the economic downturn reflects heavily upon his geeaarnings these days.



A countless number of fancily packaged press rekeasake their way to the recycling
bin, but the Xeroxed pages of handwritten text bgdgs mother, funded by the
musician's subway profits, keep a firm spot on taorter's shelf.

In his teens and 20s, Song gave concerts at theprestigious halls in South Korea
including the grand theater of the Sejong Centettfe Performing Arts. The media
trailed his feats in international competitions @ven his appointments with the
ophthalmologist. The passage of time, howeverpeas rather cruel for the artist, now
forgotten but penniless as always.

The musician nevertheless continues to composen afidressing current events. His
latest work was inspired by pop singer In Soon-gigsrimination charges against Seoul
Arts Center for rejecting her request to rent & hall music is music, and there should
be no reason to favor "high' classical music tauerpmusic,” he said, saying he felt
heartfelt sympathy since he once faced difficuttyinding concert venues.

The Korea Times revisited the composer after 1@sy€r more precisely, Song found
his way back to the newspaper after a long hidghasigh looking just as young, and
smiling pleasantly, as he did in his decade-old@i@phs.

“Music professors and public figures who suppottgeédre no longer able to for various
reasons. It's been difficult but Mr. Obama'’s etettjave us the courage to rise back up,"
said Song's widowed mother Hye-mi, who has alwagnlby her son's side.

Song beckons a return to the public radar withop@sal to play a piano piece for U.S.
President. He urged The Korea Times to help pudibis dream: he was greatly
inspired by Obama's election and hopes he canalsatme with music for the physically
disabled, who face discrimination like many peagfleolor do.

"l cannot see, but there are those who cannot aradke missing an arm, and my wish to
play for Mr. Obama stems from fellow feeling," $eid. =~ People shouldn't be
disadvantaged or become part of the minority gjogpbecause they are different.”

This blind man's world may have no light, but shand fantasy take flight without
visible limit in his music. Some of his pieces teshventional concepts of structure and
harmony, but others, like the serenade "~"Min-sumn8¢' have an easy and almost
addictive melody. Song finds inspiration in the msdwf nature and the hidden beauty of
things mundane.

As a child, Song would run the faucet all day lopave the bedroom floor with bottle
caps or play with salt causing great chagrin ferrhother. "I didn't realize Yul-koong
was experimenting with sound and harshly reprimdrdm,” she said. Even though a
three-year-old Song showed proficiency with thenpithe first time he laid his fingers
on it, she didn't realize his musical genius umtiremarked one morning, at age 11,
“"Here comes a duet song" upon hearing two nevesgryys run up the steps of their
apartment building.



Without any formal musical training, Song launclaeahusical career by winning
international modern music composition contest¥ajpan and France, and met great
modern composers such as Isang Yun and John Chgédafter supposedly claimed that
Song's works as a child were superior to his owittewr at age 50. Song wishes to play
for Obama ""Song of the Earth," an award-winniizgnp piece he wrote when he was 10.

“But even if | do succeed in realizing this dreaihplaying for Mr. Obama, I'm not sure
what kind of effect that would have for the phy#licdisabled,” he said. "I have given
pretty big concerts, which were not just about mysim but also campaigning for causes
such as decreasing traffic. But their effects vadart-lived. A problem with our society
is that there is a lack of enduring interest ini@garoblems," he explained.

One must ask: how much would four minutes of Ba@bkma's time cost? Probably
high, considering he's one of the busiest peopledrworld. How about the value of
inspired music? And how about the ripple effech#ty have? Boundless.

## Gay Movie 'Noah's Arc' Is Nominated for Three NAACP Image Awards
Los Angeles, Ca

Last month, Noah’s Arc was nominated for two NAAD#Rge awards:

Best Independent Motion Picture and Outstandingilgrifor a Motion Picture. This
marks the second consecutive year that a blackilgayas been nominated for an award
by the venerable civil rights institution.

## PROP 8 UPDATE
San Francisco, Ca

The California Supreme Court announced last weellihear oral arguments on March
5 in the legal challenges to Proposition 8, thaf@alia constitutional amendment
banning same-sex marriage.

Opponents of the voter-approved ban — includingf@ala Attorney General Jerry
Brown, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, and a hostwf gghts organizations, legislators,
labor unions, and religious groups — say Propasii@iolates one group’s inalienable
right to marry. Opponents also argue the new lavialid because it revised the state
Constitution without a two-thirds vote by the ldgtsre.

“That protective extra step is understood as bagwessary to protect the minority from
the majority on any given issue,” said Kate Kendék executive director of the
National Center for Lesbian Rights. Due processafmvision of the state constitution
requires the legislature’s approval, and a twodthpopular vote.



“It is simply not appropriate for the voters toddge to eliminate the fundamental rights
of a minority group,” Kendell said. If the Supre@eurt rules Proposition 8 will stand,
opponents say more restrictions could follow.

“It would be a green light, [leading to] even maifethis kind of use of the initiative
process to bully whatever minority group that isstnenpopular each election cycle,”
said Jenny Pizer, senior counsel for Lambda Ledsbstern Regional Office. The oral
arguments before the high court will last threersou

Shannon Minter — senior counsel for the NCLR, wiguad the marriage cases before
the Supreme Court last year — will present oraliargnts alongside San Francisco Chief
Deputy City Attorney Terry Stewart and attorney &Allred. Lambda Legal will

present friend-of-the-court briefs, and KennethiStae leading lawyer in the
impeachment of President Bill Clinton, will preséim¢ main defense of Proposition 8.

On Jan. 15, 43 friend-of-the-court briefs weredibgainst the marriage ban and about 20
have been filed in favor. After hearing the cake,€alifornia Supreme Court will issue

its decision within 90 days.

On May 15, 2008, the Supreme Court ruled Propas®— a 2000 voter-approved
measure defining marriage as a union between oneamone woman — violated
the state Constitution, and said same-sex marigggal in California. Same-sex
couples began marrying in June, setting the staige lbattle at the ballot box. Voters
approved Proposition 8 by 52 percent, dealing aleng blow to same-sex marriage
advocates — and prompting the current legal chgdélen

On Nov. 10, six days after the election, Gov. AdhSchwarzenegger said he hoped the
court would overturn Proposition 8. “It's unfortate obviously,” Schwarzenegger said.
“It's not the end; I think that we will again mayhbedo that, if the court is willing to do
that, and then move forward from there and agaid Ie that area.”

## Connie’s Trivia Box

While the United States struggles with the questiblegalizing same-sex marriage,
there are now seven countries that have legaliaetsex marriages. The Netherlands
was the first to do so in 2001. Since then, Can8gdajn, Norway, Belgium, South Afric
and most recently, Nepal, have legalized same-sexayge.
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## BFLAG LOOKS TOWARD ORLANDO IN 09
By Mark Hanohano

Attention BFLAG Conventioneers!

Before | go over some of the exciting conventioogram plans, | wanted to let
our regular BFLAG conventioneers and those membblsare considering attending



convention know that the BFLAG Convention Committes done a great deal of work
on cutting costs down for this years conventionLBE’s President and board of
directors are committed to making convention mas effective for our convention
attendees, as are many other ACB affiliates. Ortheomany ways convention travelers
can save money is by finding a few good roommatehare a hotel room during the
convention. If you are considering attending comiaenand would like to defray your
costs by sharing lodging, please feel free to aintee atmhanohano@socal.rr.conWe
are pleased to offer for the first year this roortemaatching service to our members and
friends. If you are a para transit user, anotlest savings measure might be transferring
your para transit eligibility certification to Orldo during your stay. Contact your para
transit provider for details.

Are you ready for one fabulous week in Orlando?\Welke sure to pack some
sunscreen, lots of summer clothing, and get rea@xperience the best of what Orlando
has to offer. Orlando is home to some of the mopufar attractions like Disney World,
Sea World, and Universal Studios. | realize mostarfventioneers plan to attend
BFLAGs programming and participate in many of AGBsvention events but why not
also have some fun. The dates for the conventiedraday, July 3 to Saturday, July
11 Make sure to book your hotel room soon becausasaare selling out fast. If you
would like more information on the convention hatekhe hotel rates please visit
www.bflagnational.orgnd click on convention 09 to find more details.

| am sure by now you’re curious as to what we halaaned for this year’'s
convention. On Sunday BFLAG will kick the week wofith a Welcome to Orlando Party
which will be held in the BFLAG suite. As a mearissar members meeting new friends
and generally hanging out with old friends, we \w#l offering an optional breakfast,
lunch, and dinner get-togethers. The groupmwéket Sunday through Friday, times to
be arranged. We plan to have 2 seminars on Montdayirst seminar being on the gay
marriage topic and what changes are taking plat@mtne GLBT community. The
second seminar is on building coalitions with oiigations and working together. We
will end Monday with the annual Business Meeting. Tiuesday, we’re planning for 2
seminars, with the first being on LGBT Literatura#able through the Library of
Congress and second a discussion regarding Tremsdrid vision impaired people.
Tuesday night we have a discussion group schedtdpit to be announced). On
Wednesday, BFLAG Board has a meeting for newlytetemembers to the board and
after, a discussion group or going to a local elilbbe available for those interested.
Thursday activities are to be announced. A guigpussion is scheduled for the
evening (topic to be announced). On Friday we &ening a farewell party and going to
a club named the Parliament House. This is jusealspeak at what we are up to as we
busily continue to plan one of the best conventigets

Orlando! Here we comel!

Stay tuned because in our next issue of Inside@uotlete list of programming
and ticket costs will be posted. Keep up to daté ail of the latest info on BFLAG's



Convention programming and activities by loggingowww.bflagnational.orgr feel
free to e-mail me ahhanohano@socal.rr.com

Throughout the last few years BFLAG has receivadrftial support and
contributions from many of its members. BFLAG hase& what it can to help raise
money needed for the convention but we depend@®mémy donations and sponsors to
make this convention happen. If you're interestethaking a donation or sponsoring a
BFLAG event or activity please feel free to drop amee-mail at
mhanohano@socal.rr.coon you can call me at 323-533-4395. You can dtsmate
securely at www.bflagnational.org

Respectfully,

Mark Hanohano
BFLAG Convention Coordinator

## In Blindness, a Bold New Artistic Vision
Dallas, TX

The faces in John Bramblitt's paintings peer oubtigh their canvases like hazy
daydreams — apparitions that make it all the msteuading that the artist is blind.

Mr. Bramblitt, 37, lost his vision gradually ovdsaut 20 years, becoming completely
blind in 2001. The exact cause is not clear, butBdamblitt, who lives in Dallas,
suspects that it resulted from years of brain seizthat began at age 2, leading to a
diagnosis of epilepsy.

As he grew older, the seizures became more and imeapeent and changed in character
— from tonic-clonic, which causes a loss of congsiess and violent twitching, to
partial, in which the patient remains consciousdautnot function for a few moments.

“There would be months I'd have so many seizumsuldn’t count them,” Mr. Bramblitt
said in an interview.

At first, his vision would become blurry but evealily clear up. With time, however, it
cleared up less and less after each episode hentibuld no longer see.

Dr. Alan Ettinger, vice chairman of neurology atgolsland Jewish Medical Center,
says he has never had a patient who became bloadibe of epilepsy.

“If there is some relationship, it is extraordimatinusual,” he said. Still, he added that if
the seizures were related to a decreased flowoofdio the brain, that could have
affected the visual centers.

Mr. Bramblitt says that once he started to losevts®n, his immediate goal was to make
the best of his situation, partly because of thet 0bseeing multiple neurologists.



“The focus was more on trying to retain as mucloniss | could,” he said. “And once it
was gone, the focus switched to learning to adapt.”

Mr. Bramblitt continued taking classes at the Unsity of North Texas as his condition
would allow, and eventually he graduated with ardegn English.

But he became depressed. All his life, he had |ldeettaw and write, and blindness had
robbed him of his creative outlets. “I had to learnew way to write,” he said. “And
drawing just seemed silly. The idea of a blind pardrawing just didn’t make any
sense.”

Another frustration that developed over time was Btamblitt’s sense that his family
could not understand how he “saw” the world inejoit his blindness.

“I didn’t so much lose my sight as | lost my freead he said. “I was trapped in my own
head.”

Determined to get his vision back in some way, Btamblitt picked up a bottle of white
glue and began to draw outlines that he couldvigtl his fingers once the glue dried. He
soon switched to a paint product that dried moiieldyy and he learned to distinguish
between different shades of oil paint based orr tegture and viscosity.

“It wasn’t until | lost my sight that | became beagnough to fail,” he said. “Even if the
paintings didn’t look good, | didn’t have to seenf”

The paintings that once took Mr. Bramblitt 14 hotorg€omplete were now coming to
him faster. With increasing concentration and fo¢us work became bolder and more
vivid — a way for him to show others the colors ahé@pes he now perceived.

And while it is still unclear whether Mr. Bramblgtepilepsy caused his blindness, his
blindness, it seems, has improved his epilepsy.

Many people with epilepsy perceive auras beforetiset of a seizure. These auras may
take the form of sensing a bitter taste, visuatjzinght colors or smelling an odor that
isn’t there. For Mr. Brambilitt, the focus requiredwork on his paintings allowed him to
begin noticing his auras — a smell like burnt papce- further in advance of a seizure.
This gave him a chance to sit down and relax, ntathie seizures feel less intense.

Over time, the seizures have become less frequeinthave improved to the point where
Mr. Bramblitt no longer takes antiseizure medicatide credits his improvement to his
art: painting has taught him to live in the momdret,says, and stay calm through
stressful situations.

“I'm not an advocate for anybody getting off the@izure medications,” he said, “unless
it's just a good thing for them.”



Some of Mr. Bramblitt's paintings are being showrsmall galleries in Salt Lake City
and Pittsburgh. His most recent work includes dgngs written in Braille among the
colors and faces on his canvases, which he invieegers (including those who aren’t
blind) to touch and feel.

Along with this success has come quiet confidemckazceptance. “I don’t think of
myself as being a blind person or an epileptic,” Bramblitt said.
“It's just another aspect of who I am.”

He may never regain his vision, but he no longewsi his blindness as a handicap. “Life
for me now,” he said, “is way more colorful thareiter was.”

## Couples celebrating Valentine's Day "in the darkfind new sensory experiences.
Paris, France

The kissing noises coming from the next table arawalible as they are predictable.
After all, this is Paris on the most romantic dayh@ year in a restaurant full of
lovebirds dining in absolute darkness.

The female half of the couple tells her partneristeeared she will become separated
from him during the short jaunt from the restauafdyer to the table.

“It's fine now, I'm not afraid anymore,” she saysae seated. He answers her with
kisses.

Other than the name, one indication that sometisinigfferent about “Dans Le Noir?”

(In the Dark?) is the suggestion when making arvesien that one should arrive early
for instructions. A hostess in the lighted front beea explains how the experience will
unfold and takes drink and meal orders from gidpggling couples. Patrons are not
shown a menu but order by choosing a combinatistaster, main dish and dessert, and
stating any dietary restrictions.

The cuddling continues. A slightly unsettled middiged woman speaks into a cell
phone; her husband is having trouble finding a ipgrkpace. The hostess introduces
Benoit, one of a dozen of the visually impairedtvggaff and the first important
instruction follows: to form a conga line in orderbe led inside by the blind guide, who
quips that there’s nothing to worry about exceptstvimming pool.

Proceed through the thick black curtain and thacKkdut — it is so dark the eyes do not
adjust.

The conga line reaches the table and everyoneftaedéie of the 60 seats in the main
dining room. Benoit instructs diners how to poungbor water by placing a finger inside
the glass to measure when the liquid reaches théH@tells everyone to call his name if
there are any problems. The usually cliched couttdses on an added significance.
Burst of laughter emanate from one corner. Fronother side, someone shouts, “Watch
out! It's hot,” as if passing a dish. A man’s vo&sks for a knife.



More laughter. Someone begins to sing “Happy Battido which the male half of the
kissing couple chants, “Can-dles! Can-dles!” Hi¢figend wonders aloud how high the
ceiling is.

“It's like we’re in a beehive,” the girlfriend saysomparing diners to worker bees,
buzzing and flapping to produce more honey. Thegtéempts to organize the table,
feeling around for silverware and glasses. Shésspdter on herself and cracks a dish
when the water jug slips out of her hands, but rafrthis dampens her excitement.
“I'm having so much fun, this is extraordinary,’esgushes with the wonderment of a
child, to which her boyfriend responds, “That’s ff@nt.”

Meanwhile, the cell phone pair is now seated, hgtayed behind at the bar for a pre-
meal drink. When Benoit walks by and asks if eu@ng is all right, the husband
responds, “Everything is fine; it's very destabilig.”

The food arrives and course after course, the quipgames ensue, using the different
aromas, textures and flavors as clues: sponghfesunchy, licorice? Definitely
chocolate. The woman from the kissing couple attertgpfeed her partner, who
nervously jokes that it would be unfortunate if $bek out his eye with her fork or
grazed his cheek with her knife.

The pair that had trouble finding a parking spstdsses how “everyone is not
concerned with outward experience.” There are ewaplo are really bothered by the
way others perceive them and here, “we’re all raes there’s more equality.” Social
status no longer matters, she says.

He says he’ll have to think of a way to top thipesience next Valentine’s Day. When
dessert arrives, he tells his wife, “I'm not inarty to leave,” and observes that one eats
more quickly when it's not possible to see the foodb pace oneself by one’s dinner
companion.

Such observations are common at this concept mastiathat opened in Paris in June
2004 and has expanded to London, with more frasshegpected this year, according to
Celine Hanich, a 25-year-old manager. She saidréitlaér than being a social service
agency, the restaurant employs the blind wait staffiuse they are the best suited for the
job. A sighted person psychologically could notdilarbeing in the dark for six hours a
day, she says.

An estimated 200,000 people are considered severelglly impaired in France, with
about 60,000 of those considered fully blind. t's*a business but it's useful; a job with
a purpose,” Hanich said. “I really like what | do.”

After the meal, the kissing couple gave their firatnes as Akila and Rachid but declined
to give their last names. They only started datinglan. 1. “| haven't totally come down
from my trip,” Akila, 30, said about her ValentiseDay surprise. She borrowed a piece



of paper from a reporter’s notebook to write dowargthing she had eaten. Diners can
survey the menu, complete with photos, after thalme

Asked by Hanich, the manager, if she planned toodere the recipes at home, Akila
said she just wanted “to remember this magicallamgue moment.” Back in the light,
others said the shared experience of equal distalyahelped create a convivial
atmosphere. Morgane Fary, a 23-year-old school&eauid her fiancé, Saad Belgaid, 36,
a screenwriter, had just met Angela Oliveira, ay86ér-old lawyer and her boyfriend,
Matthieu Bataille, an agent with the electric compaBut after dining side by side, the
two couples emerged from their meal laughing akahglike old friends.

## IN REVIEW

## Pay Back
By Gabrielle Goldsby
Book

Two women with a fiery past discover paybacks cauihdll...and just as hot.

Cameron Howard's first thought was to toss thetatiain to her ten-year high school
reunion into the garbage. After all, she spent mbseer adult life trying to forget high
school--more specifically, her tormentor Mackerrgant. But then, maybe putting her
old nemesis in her place is reason enough to sippwsuspecting Mackenzie has only
one reason for attending the reunion. She warltotointo the eyes of the classmate
responsible for getting her expelled weeks beferegnaduation...and apologize for
making Cameron's life hell.

## Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit
By Jeanette Winterson
Book

Winner of the Whitbread Prize for best first figtidOranges Are Not the Only Fruit is a
coming-out novel from Winterson, the acclaimed autsf The Passion and Sexing the
Cherry. The narrator, Jeanette, cuts her teeth@Rkriowledge that she is one of God’s
elect, but as this budding evangelical comes of ageé comes to terms with her
preference for her own sex, the peculiar balandeeofsod-fearing household crumbles.

## SHE's NOT THERE
Jennifer Finney Boylan
BOOK



The provocative bestseller She's Not There is thaing, utterly surprising story of a
person changing genders. By turns hilarious anglgeroving, Jennifer Finney Boylan
explores the territory that lies between men anthem, examines changing friendships,
and rejoices in the redeeming power of family.

Told in Boylan's fresh voice, She's Not There iswla person bearing and finally
revealing a complex secret. Through her clear e§fes’'s Not There provides a new
window on the confounding process of acceptingtaue selves.

"Probably no book I've read in recent years hasenmael so question my basic
assumptions about both the centrality and the peditiy of gender, and made me
recognize myself in a situation I've never knowd have never faced . . . The
universality of the astonishingly uncommon: th#iss trick of She's Not There.

## THE PHEONIX
Ruth Sims
Book

At fourteen, Kit St. Denys brought down his abudather with a knife. At twenty-one
his theatrical genius brought down the house. itythhis past and his forbidden love
nearly brought down the curtain for good.

A compelling Victorian saga of two men whose logedach other transcends time and
distance and the society that considers it an afaton. Set in the last twenty years of
the 19th century, The Phoenix is a multi-layerestdrical novel that illuminates poverty
and child abuse, theatre history in America andl&dy betrayal, a crisis of conscience,
violence and vengeance, and the treatment of itysaha time when such treatment was
in its infant stage. Most of all it is a tale of/ebon many levels, from carnal to devoted
friendship to sacrifice.

"Ruth Sims joins the list of women who write abgay men, and do it well." -- Patricia
Nell Warren (Front Runner; The Wild Man) Jan. 2005

## DUES AND DONATIONS 2009
Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your invaluable support afwsion to build strong, sustainable
working- partnerships with LGBT community centecsass the country--assisting in
making their programs, services, and activitieeasible to LGBT people who are Blind
and Low Vision. Your welcomed suggestions and @siism made that vision a
concrete reality. We are asking this new year:nWgpu, our friends (both old and new)
add us to your gift list and become a BFLAG donor?



2008 was the year that we saw a directional chantiee organization. BFLAG
continued to work toward expanding our programntmgupport our members around
the globe. We are also proud to have accomplishedrder of things in 2008,
including:

* Receiving a National charter as a LGBT Commu@ignter

» Completing a comprehensive and user friendlysiewi of our web site, scheduled to
launch March 2009

» Implementing reliable internal fiscal controlsdarecord keeping systems

* Providing new members with a complete Welcomekeac

That's what we have accomplished just since theerdion held in Louisville and we
can't wait to break down more walls and build manidges in 2009. We are dedicated to
working for you over the next year and making sheework will have a positive impact
in both your local community and across the couritgnd beside us as we move
forward and as we bring equality, accessibilityallie and community empowerment

into our broader LGBT communities.

We look forward to your tax-deductible gift. Itg sasy. Just go to:

http://bflagnational.org

and click on the Donate and/or BFLAG National Mensbg buttons or send your
contribution to:

George Abbott, Treasurer

6724 METROPOLITAN CENTER DR APT #404

SPRINGFIELD, VA 22150

For those of you who haven't yet, please takedpygortunity to renew your annual dues
of $12($6 for students). Invest in our future gid us as we become an even stronger
organization to serve our LGBT and allied commusiti

Warm regards,

Don Brown

President

And the BFLAG Executive Office and Board

## AROUND THE WORLD IN BRIEF
## Colombian court grants gay couples common-law-paner rights

Colombia’s Constitutional Court on Jan. 27 grardechmon-law same-sex couples the
same rights as opposite-sex common-law couples.

According to the activist group Colombia Diverds tuling encompasses “civil,
political, social, economic, criminal and immigaatirights” in areas that include civil



service, contracts with the government, housindgeotmn and assistance, naturalization,
social security, death indemnification and nonimaniation of a partner.

“It is equality,” said Colombia Diversa Executivér&tor Marcela Sanchez Buitrago.
“We have all the rights of a common-law union, nsradoption.”

## Residents of Queensland support same-sex marrag

Sixty percent of residents of the Australian stdt®ueensland support same-sex civil
unions that grant all the rights of marriage, adgBrcent support simply opening
marriage itself to same-sex couples, a Galaxyhmasifound.

“Queensland now lags behind the rest of Austrai\ae call on all parties contesting
the Queensland election in 2009 to make a cleangbnent to remove the remaining
discriminatory state laws,” said Louise DuChesn@Adfon Reform Change Queensland.
The state’s largest city is Brisbane.

## Moscow Pride sends 6th case to Euro Court

Moscow Pride organizers have filed a sixth complaiith the European Court of Human
Rights over the city’s repeated bans on publicoastiby gay rights advocates.

The new complaint concerns the ban of a demonstratn May 17, 2008 — the
International Day Against Homophobia — during whixbtesters planned to demand that
Mayor Yuri Luzhkov be prosecuted for systematicaliy unlawfully blocking all public
events staged by gays and lesbians.

In prohibiting the IDAHO protest, Deputy Prefectl@a Boryatinskaya reportedly said,
“The aims of the picketing provoke negative reatiwb society and the conduct of the
picketing can lead to group violations of publiderwhich create a threat to the security
of the participants.”

Moscow Pride says the city’s various bans violatevigions of the European Convention
on Human Rights concerned with freedom of assenalidgyimination and court
protection. The group seeks 100,000 euros in dasnage

Mayor Luzhkov has blocked pride celebrations fee¢hyears running, calling them
“satanic” and, reportedly, “weapons of mass detituc He also has claimed that gay
“propaganda” contributes to the spread of HIV.

## Irish GLBTSs at high risk for suicide
A survey released by Ireland’s Health Ministry fi@snd that almost one-fifth of GLBT

people have tried to kill themselves because o$aland isolation related to their sexual
identity.



Eighty percent of respondents reported they'd agpeed anti-gay verbal abuse, 58
percent said they’'d been bullied in school, 40 @etceported threats of physical
violence, and 25 percent said they'd been beatdorugeing gay. The study was done by
University College Dublin’s School of Education ahdnity College’s Children’s
Research Centre.

## Ghana’s Akropong School for the Blind pleads foincrease in feeding grant

An appeal has been made to the government to setba feeding grant for the students
of Akropong School for the Blind which currentlystl at GP 80 per student daily. The
government was also asked to release the feedamy gn time to avoid the pressure on
the school authorities who were forced to provioledffor students when the grant was
not available. Mr John Stanley Annor, Headmasteéhefschool made the appeal at a
'Day of Caring' ceremony organized by United Waya&) a philanthropic organization
and sponsored by Newmont Ghana Limited at Akroporige Eastern Region.

Mr Annor said the meagre amount and the delayl@asing the grant did not make for
nutritious meals for the students to improve theettgoment of their mental capabilities.

The problem of the Akropong School for the Blinahi only about feeding and grant;
textbooks are not written in brail, making learniregy difficult for the students, he said.
In addition, there is lack of accommodation for steff, inadequate classrooms and
dormitories for the increasing number of students.

The Headmaster said facilities such as water amer oécreational centres were not
available to make students engage in social eventkeir physical upkeep. He said
however that, the school was making strides in @teéc performance and expressed the
hope to showcase some handicrafts by the studestditit public support for their
activities.

Newmont Ghana Limited mobilized a large team oéitgployees, including top
management personnel to the school's campus to Islrevand affection to the students,
painted the entire school building and dormitortas|t summer huts for the students’
recreational activities, cleared weeds and preddotal items to them. Mr Yaw Antwi-
Dadzie, External Affairs Manager of the companylshe programe was a way of
demonstrating leadership in corporate social resipdity.

Mr Antwi-Dadzie said, apart from honouring its reapibility for communities impacted
by its activities, Newmont also made it part ofrgésponsibility each year to show love to
the deprived in society by donating items and eimgaig environmental cleanliness
activities. The Akropong School for the Blind, $¢akin 1936 currently has a student
population of 350.



## RESEARCH PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES

## Looking for lesbian, gay, and bisexual individals to participate in a research
study examining sexual and religious identities.

Participation involves
- Completion of an anonymous online questionnaire

Participants must be:

- Lesbian, Gay, or Bisexual
- Self-identify as religious

- 18 years or older

This survey was designed to better understandxiperiences of gay, lesbian, and
bisexual individuals who identify as religiousidtbeing conducted by an openly lesbian
researcher at George Mason University, Fairfaxgiia. If you are interested in
participating, you may elect to complete the questaire online. It will take
approximately 15 minutes to complete.

To participate click on the following link. Altertigely you may copy it and paste it in
your web browser.

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s/96389/g8gsh

This research has been approved by George Masaendity's Human Subjects Review
Board. If you have any questions please feel foesmail me, Amanda di Bartolomeo, at
adibart@gmu.edu

## Are you a gay dad?Would you be willing to answer some confidentiagegtions
about your life and about your family? The purpokthis study is to examine the many
ways families headed by gay fathers have beenextgexplore how families function,
and learn about the relationship between partners.

The study consists of an online survey and wiletagproximately 25- 35 minutes of

your time. To qualify for the study you have tenmdify as male, a father, and gay,
bisexual or homosexual and have at least one ohdahy age; this child can be

biological, adopted, foster, step, or other child.

You do not need to be the child's legal parentitigipate. This study has been approved
by the University of Virginia IRB #2008-0407-00.

If you and/or your partner are interested in pgréittng or want further information
please contact Samantha L. Tornello (Principal $tigator) via email
GayDadsStudy@gmail.com



## TO YOUR HEALTH
## Heart-healthy recipe roundup

The American Heart Association has launched annstesite listing nearly 130,000
recipes, restaurants and cookbooks that offer {ieantdly meals.

The address to the free siténitp://www.foodieview.com

Visitors can type “heart healthy” in the searchdien the homepage to access the
information.

## Alcohol in moderation may PREVENT disabilities

It's no secret that a glass of wine each day cagobd for the heart.
But now researchers say a moderate dose of alcahahlso help seniors prevent the
onset of disabilities.

Researchers at UCLA's David Geffen School of MediGgay that light to moderate
consumption of alcohol may help prevent the develenqt of physical disabilities that
can cause problems such as walking, dressing aagng.

"If you start out in good health, alcohol consuraptat light to moderate levels can be
beneficial," lead study author Dr. Arun Karlamangggs.

However, "l am not going to go out and tell my pats to go start drinking."”

"But if you are used to drinking a glass of wingwo drinks a day ... then continuing to
do that will not be harmful -- and may actuallyb®neficial."

Karlamangla added there's a caveat: it's impoftargeople to be in good health for
alcohol's benefits to kick in.

The researchers based their study on data frora #ats of the U.S. National Health and
Nutrition Examination Survey's Epidemiologic
Follow-up Study in the 1980s and early 1990s.

The sample included 4,276 people split evenly betweale and female and was about
92 per cent white. Their mean age was 60.4 years.

Drinkers were classified as light to moderate étltonsumed less than 15 drinks per
week and less than five drinks per drinking dagglthan four per day for women).
Heavy drinkers topped the 15-drink per week

limit, while researchers considered abstainersetid®o drank less than 12 alcohol
beverages the previous year.



Participants had been asked if they experienceatifhoulty, some difficulty, or much
difficulty performing common tasks such as groomidigessing, eating, walking, and
daily errands.

"The researchers found that light to moderate @nskn good health had a lower risk for
developing new disabilities, compared with bothtainers and heavy drinkers," said the
press release.

The study concluded that: Light to moderate driskhad a 17.7 per cent chance of
becoming disabled or dying in five years.

Abstainers had a 26.7 percent chance of dying corbgng disabled during the same
period. Heavy drinkers had a 21.4 percent.

"Among survivors, the risk for new disability wa2.% per cent for light to moderate
drinkers, compared with 20 per cent for abstaiaes 15.6 per cent for heavy drinkers,"”
the press release said.

The researchers noted, however, that physicalliftieaseniors benefited most from
consumption of moderate alcohol.

"It is possible that those who report poor healliehprogressed too
far on the pathway to disability to accrue bendfibsn alcohol consumption and that
alcohol consumption may even be deleterious fanthéhe researchers wrote.

The study is available in the online edition of faerican Journal of Epidemiology.

## Worst of the Worse

David Zinczenko, editor-in-chief of Men’s Healtradjust released, Eat This, Not That!
Supermarket Survival Guide, which focuses on thestngrocery store products you can
eat based on fat, sugar and calorie counts. Makimgjst are Healthy Choice’s sweet and
sour chicken, Oscar Mayer's Turkey & Cheddar Lubbbés, Hungry-Man’s classic fried
chicken, Marie Callender’s parmesan chicken potpig Quaker’'s 100 percent Natural
Granola with oats,

honey and raisins.

## ASK DOTTY
Dear Dottie:
I met a man through the telepersonals and we he@e tonversing for the past month.

During this time, | have not mentioned my blindneksking it would come up at some
point. Lately, he has been rather persistentrdigg our meeting face to face. The



more persistent he becomes, the less | know hawaide the subject of my vision
impairment.

How do | broach the subject without appearing teehizeen dishonest by omitting this
essential piece of information?

Blind Sided in Birmingham

Dear blind sided,

You have to decide just how much of your blindreggsres into the whole of the rest of
your personality and character. There are argusrteriie made on both sides of the
fence, of course, and Dottie has heard and used &ie There is risk involved no matter
what course you take. On the one hand there ase hotential dates who would reject
you out of hand the minute they know you are "hlirgb, one might think to withhold

the information, a bit, prolong it, in order to @&le a foot in the door, might be the better
way to go. Conversely, some of us feel we hayautmur visual status right out there,
right away; be done with the nasty job. "They tate us or leave us." Others of us try to
get some sort of rapport going before we detortedobmb--all the time praying the
matter will come up gracefully.

Blindness is the third most feared thing in the.l&ffer AIDS and Cancer. Odds are that
the average able-bodied person is going to haw®agsreaction to it whenever they hear
it: sooner or later.

It's not a bad idea to let a person know somethbaut your personality, sense of humor,
interests, etc. before you let them in on your daadret. It all depends on you're own
"Chi."--you're own level of comfort and honesty kvitourself.

The question then becomes how long do you wditvould say, in your case, the time is
come for you to tell him, now. Do not go anothay dvithout unloading this burden.
You are already feeling guilty of withholding infoation, and that guilt has already
begun to impact on your relationship. You're asgare, warm person who has a lot of
great stuff to contribute to a relationship, inéhglblindness. Remember, though,
Derling, always be graceful, and let Dottie knowtiball turns out.

Dear Dottie:

Sara and | met on campus last semester and itowasat firs sight, so to speak. Our
relationship developed quickly and at this pointase all but inseparable. The holidays
are nearing and with Sara’s home within drivingafise to the campus and mine in
Mexico, she invited me to spend the holidays witl and her family. Based on the bits
and pieces I've managed to gather, | understaridSdwa’s family is ultra conservative,
and Sara is not out to them.



| am struggling with whether or not | should adc8gara’s invitation. | do not relish the
thought of being around a family, which would hgrdé accepting of me as a person of
color, a lesbian, and a person with a disability.

What should | do?

Dreading it in Detroit

Dear Dreading it:

Yes, Derling, we're saddled with the burden of tkasses. We are the defected, and the
perverse. While, goddess knows, that can be osgitocan also make us resilient. You
might consider going home with Sara, if only todseund her, and for her. Yours is a
young relationship; an adventure in discovery dfese A tender, seedling exerts itself
against the wind, in order to grow firm and supple.

Should you decide to accept Sara’s invitation, mafer, at an absolute minimum, be
polite.

Dear Dottie:

| am a 43-year-old woman who, for the past 10 yd@as struggled to come out of the
closet. | work in a small town and live with myrpats, both of which insist on viewing
and treating me like a child. Among other thintgy insist on buying my clothing
(without any consideration as to my preferencdsgreng my bedroom, and cutting my
food. Each time | get the nerve to come out toparents a news story about gay
marriage, gossip about the 2 men who live arouadttiiner, or one of my father’s
homophobic jokes results in me loosing my nerve.

How do | stay strong and stand up for myself?

Frustrated in Fargo

Dear Fargo:

The question is not how do you come out to youepia; but how do you come out of
that house! The important thin here is not youepts knowing you're a lesbian, but
you're getting out and breathing the air, tastirggfteedom of choosing where you want
to be and with whom and what to wear. Do you yadlink that your folks would even
take your coming out the them wit any degree oflgliey? They would probably insist
on therapy, and you would be too meek to resist.



Get out of that house now while you still know ymave preferences about the clothes
you wear and the way you like your room.

And, really, derling, Fargo ... ? Begin makingpst¢éo extricate yourself from your
current environment. Dottie wants to hear from yo@ months, and by then she hopes
that you'll have made significant progress towaat goal. In the mean time, tell Mom
and dad what kind of flannel shirts you prefemdan, really, you know, a "meek dike"
is, well, questionable at best.

Dear Dottie:

| want you to know that | came out last year agsahian, and I've been very sad because
I haven't had anyone to talk with about this. Sihbeoke up with my girlfriend last
December, | have been feeling pretty bad abougthamd not having anybody to talk to
certainly doesn’t help matters.

| sometimes think there isn’t another woman outeéler me. | really need friends to
help me, but | don't know any blind gay or leshp@ople here in Houston Texas.
do you know of any people here in Houston thainl tedk to?

If there are, please let me know | would love tartfeom them.

Please write back.

Holding on in Houston

Dearest Holding:

Firstly, a great big Dottie smooch and hug goesg@ybu for acknowledging and
confirming your self-worth by coming out.

Unfortunately, as millions of single people acrtiss country can attest to, there isn’t a
formula for meeting Ms or Mr. Right. Obviouslygtimore people you meet, the greater
your chances are for meeting the woman of yourrdsea

Familiarize yourself with the GLBT resources in yawea. This information can often

be found on the internet. If you are a persoraghf some denominations have programs
that attract parishioners who are GLBT. Don't digat tele-personals or on-line dating,
many individuals, both gay and straight, are firgdilmis an effective means of
outreaching to a large number of potential mates.

Derling, before you go rushing off and plastenyogr picture and God knows what all,
over the internet, Dottie has a very important pietadvice for you. Use this time to get
clear on the type of person you want to be witlvelt as developing your positive
qualities that would attract your ideal mate to.you

Smooches!



For the latest in legislative and governmental newsall the American
Council of the Blind’s "Washington Connection" toll-free at

(800) 424-8666, 5 p.m. to midnight Eastern time, asisit the Washington
Connection online athttp://www.acb.org.
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ADVERTISE IN INSIDEOUT

This newsletter welcomes advertisements from bssa® organizations, educational
programs, as well as for products, and services.

BFLAG's Board of Directors retains sole discretiomeject ads, which are considered [to
be offensive or inappropriate for the intended ande of the newsletter.

INSIDEOUT is published in, October, March, and June. Maltévide
published of interest to the membership is welcolematerial to be included must be
received prior to the first of the month prior teltication. Items for publication should
be sent to: Don Brown, Editaitb723@comcast.net

Articles reproduced in the pages of InsideQatmublished in compliance with Public
Law 104-197, the Copyright Law Amendment of 199®iis law allows authorized
entities to reproduce or distribute copies of prasly published nondramatic literary
works in specialized formats, including brailledauor digital text, that are exclusively
for use by blind people or others with disabilitiesNY FURTHER REPRODUCTION
OR DISTRIBUTION OF SUCH ARTICLES IN A FORMAT OTHERHAN A
SPECIALIZED FORMAT IS AN INFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT.



